Introduced by Council President Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2015-435
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING REVEREND LARRY SHIELDS ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AS PASTOR OF ARLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Reverend Larry Shields was called to the ministry in 1960 and completed his Master of Divinity degree at Asbury Theological Seminary in 1976; and


WHEREAS, Rev. Shields has served the Florida United Methodist Conference and 9 congregations in Florida for the past 38 years, and in 2005 was appointed by the Florida Conference to serve as Pastor of the Arlington United Methodist Church on University Boulevard North in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, for the past ten years, Rev. Shields and his wife Lenora have provided much need comfort to hundreds of families in times of sickness and death, making countless visits to hospitals, nursing homes, and other health facilities, and provided counseling to families, young people and couples who plan to marry, and Rev. Shields has mentored numerous ministerial candidates, many of whom are now serving in Florida churches; and 


WHEREAS, Rev. Shields led Arlington United Methodist Church in a “Re-focus” initiative to expand the church’s outreach and ministry to the Arlington neighborhoods surrounding the church, and as a result of his leadership, many children and young people are attending Wednesday evening and Sunday morning services and over 50 children receive free dinners on Wednesday nights. The church has also formed a Community Partnership with the nearby Arlington Elementary School, providing tutors, school supplies, and teacher recognition events and making physical improvements such as the planting of a vegetable garden and creation of a reading garden in one of the school’s courtyards; and


WHEREAS, in addition to ministering to young people and their families, Rev. Shields has expanded the church’s outreach to seniors, many of whom cannot attend church.  Regular visits by church members and the offering of Communion by the Pastor are provided to those who are unable to leave their homes or nursing homes; and

WHEREAS, the church and the City wish to celebrate the faith-filled career of Reverend Larry Shields upon the occasion of his retirement; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Reverend Larry Shields for his decades of service to the church and to his community as he retires from the pastorate of Arlington United Methodist Church. His example of faith in action will be long and fondly remembered by all who had the pleasure to know him, and his many contributions are gratefully acknowledged.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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